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Stephen opened the meeting at 7:10. He addressed the protocol for reviewing the previous 
meeting minutes and advised that from henceforth members are expected to have reviewed 
them prior to attending, and when asked if there are any errors or omissions, corrections will 
be made at that time. Meeting minutes will only be read when there is sufficient reason to 
review last month’s activities. Harley then made a motion to forgo the reading of the minutes 
of our previous meetings from this date forward unless there is a reason to have them read. 
The motion was seconded by Gary M.  Passed unanimously.

Old/Ongoing Business: 
BB/BS Fishing Experience: A great day on April 28’th, despite being a bit cool, when almost 2 
dozen young people plus several Bigs and parents from Big Brothers/Sisters and Mahone Bay 
Beavers/Cubs spent the morning attempting to land brook trout from the MARC ponds in 
Dayspring. All of the kids fishing caught at least one trout, with a total of well over 40 fish 
landed, cleaned and bagged for the young folks. SSWA received a “Thank You” certificate 
from BB/BS, and also a letter of thanks from the Maitland Beavers & Cubs who very much 
appreciate this opportunity. 

Support Services Group Fishing Day: A perfect day on May 07’th when dozens of folks from 
CSSG, the Ark, and SCLO enjoyed excellent weather and the best fishing we have ever had for
these groups. Splitting the sessions between morning and afternoon, the more than 40 clients, 
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and several staff members that fished, all caught trout. There was hooting and hollering heard 
everywhere as over 100 fish were landed throughout the day. Unfortunately Bonny Lea did not
make the afternoon session to add to the fun. Activities ran from 9:00 am until after 4:00 pm, 
and SSWA members were on hand for the day. Many thanks to all who helped make this day.

Earth Day Cleanup: The various teams of SSWA members collectively spent 73 hours in late 
April/early May, collecting 116 bags of garbage over 11.5 kms of road side – that’s 23 km of 
ditches in 6 communities. A full report was submitted to the Recycling Center administration.

South Shore Expo: Harley reported that the numbers for the weekend seemed higher then 
last year. He handed over $340 to us as the SSWA portion of the Honda Cottage Package 
tickets sold at the Expo. At the June meeting Stephen will have final numbers on how much we
made in total, including the tickets sold by other members. This is definitely a good fund raiser
for both SSWA and the NSFA&H who gets the other portion of our sales efforts. 

Correspondence/Info: Several items were addressed including:
*NFA & CCFR may unfortunately end up in a court challenge over a logo dispute. 
*Trudeau is expected to announce a sweeping gun ban in early June with no debate in the 
House of Commons. This will be delivered at the ‘Women Deliver Conference’ being held in 
Vancouver. New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern will be in attendance.
*There is a change in the New Brunswick Moose Draw rules this year. “If an applicant has 
applied for the past 20 years unsuccessfully, their chances have been improved to about 80% 
this year.” This is common practice in New Hampshire and other states in the USA. SSWA 
submitted a similar resolution several years ago and had it accepted by the NSFA&H but the 
N.S. Government would not introduce it. They said it was not possible to administer!!!
*There is a Wildlife Show in Amherst the weekend of June 15-16.
*Reg talked about a tick repellent sold over the counter in USA but is not permitted in 
Canada.
*A Leger poll found that 93% of people intending to vote Liberal in the upcoming fall election 
favor stricter gun control legislation in Canada. That was the highest of 5 parties polled.
*As of April 2019, and after 30 years, Nova Scotia’s largest volunteer driven community clean-
up program, the Great Nova Scotia Pick-Me-Up, is now delivered by the Adopt-A-Highway 
Program and not Clean Foundation.

Treasurer’s Report: Eugene reported a balance of $3,218.87. We have a couple of income 
streams in the near future such as the “Honda Camp Package” from which we will retain a 
minimum of 50% of sales. Giant Flea Market is next with tickets on our Lobster Raffle being 
available. We have just sold our last (at meetings only) tickets on a Trout Tech rod and case. 
This draw will be at our June meeting and we’ll start selling tickets on another Trout Tech rod 
and case. Tickets are $1.00 for one ticket and you may purchase as many as you like. When 100
tickets have been sold we’ll draw for the winner. If anyone would like to be entered please see 
Stephen or Eugene or one of our regular attendees.



Lunenburg Rod and Gun Club Report: Otis reported that they had 142 shooters in 
Gayes River at the May 5th shoot despite the wind & rain that day. Contact Otis @ 543-8040  
for more info on the LRGC activities and membership, or check their website.

New Business: 
Several items were addressed and discussed. The Health and Safety Fair and Giant Flea 
Market were given final plans. Also covered was possible raffles for Trout tech rods.

Meeting adjourned at 9:15pm after our 50/50 toonie draw and door prize draws. Winners are 
listed at the head of these minutes in the middle box.

Meeting Dates for 2019:  N  ext meeting -  Monday     night    June 10  th at 7:00pm.  
Remaining dates are as follows: Jul. 15, Aug. 12, Sept. 16, Oct. 21 & Dec. 09. No 
meeting in November! Mark your calendars.
All meetings are held in the Community Room in the Sobey’s Store, Bridgewater at 7:00pm. 

                       Partial Schedule of Upcoming Events:

Michelin Health and Safety Fair June 14 (6-9pm)
SSWA Giant Flea Market June 22 (8am-12pm)

Smile of the Day:  Old age is the time in life when you finally do have something on the ball. 
It’s just too bad you don’t have the energy to bounce it.

- Just made a new fitness movie for people my age. I call it “Pumping Rust”.

- Oh-oh. I finally got that dreaded furniture disease. You know, the one where your chest starts
falling into your drawers.

Thought of the Day: - A bible that is falling apart likely belongs to someone who isn’t.

- Speaking is merely repeating what you think you know, whereas listening opens the door to 
absorbing new knowledge.

- Write your hurts in the sand but carve your blessings in stone.

I Believe: The smallest good deed far outweighs the grandest intention.

- One must make the past shut up before the future will speak clearly.

-Wrong is wrong, even if everyone else does it. Right is right, even if no one else does it.



Nova Scotia Federation of Anglers and Hunters 2019 Convention
Fish and Birds

“This was the 89th AGM of the Federation”. Before I begin let me say that 23 of the 26 
associations under the Federation were represented at this convention. Included in this report are 
topics from special guest speakers during the weekend as well as information passed on from the fish
& bird workshop. 
First was a government employee speaking on behalf of Minister of Fisheries and Aquaculture 
the Hon. Keith Colwell who had a previous engagement. Some items discussed are: “Roughly 
67,000 fishing N.S. sport fishing licenses were sold in 2018.” “Efforts are being introduced to help 
increase non-resident license sales which should also help local economies as well as livelihood of 
our fishing guides.” “Last year the N.S. sport fishery introduced free license for residential youth 
between ages 16-17 years. This lead to 1,700 young people taking advantage of this change and it 
will therefore continue.” “The N.S Government has been working on a liability insurance policy to 
offer free to any club working with the “Learn 2 Fish” program. It should be ready in the very near 
future.” 
Steve Thibodeau on N.S. Hatchery & Stocking Program: “Specked trout were stocked in 2018 in 
over 200 sites province wide and rainbow trout in over 20 sites.” “Fall stocking saw 200,000 
speckled trout, 20,000 brown trout, 10,000 rainbow and 250,000 salmon par released.” “After April 
19th 2019 if you go on line and enter (NS WEEKLY STOCKING PROGRAM) it will list all the 
lakes where fish were released in the week previous. “NSLC provides $100,000 annually toward 
Fish Enhancement Programs.”
Amber Creamer is in charge of Growing the Sport Fishing Industry & Outreach and 
Education Programs. She talked about “The Learn 2 Fish Program, Attracting Non-Resident 
Anglers, Youth Fishing (Free License) and the increase in the number of women enjoying the sport 
of fishing.” “ In 2008 women purchased 8% of fishing license sold in N.S. but in 2018 that 
percentage more than doubled to 17%.
John MacMillan of the N.S. Trout Management Program and Freshwater Fisheries Research 
Cooperative: “In 2018 more then 700 trout were tagged in River Denys, so they can be tracked.” 
“Creel checks is one way to help determine how many of these fish are caught, the size, and 
location.” “Normal tag recovery has been about 3 to 4 percent but since switching the type and 
material of tag used this has jumped to a 97% recovery rate. This offers a much more accurate 
account of the trout’s habits.” “A study was done on the use of circle hooks compared to J-hooks or 
straight hooks and the damage caused to fish. Interesting fact is when using a circle hook there is no 
need to set the hook, just let the fish take it.” “Result of this study with 206 fish caught with circle 
hooks compared to 236 with J-hooks…… there was in general, much fewer fish were hooked deep 
down the throat with the circle hooks compared to ones hooked with regular hooks. This improves 
survival rates when using catch and release practices even though these fish should have the hooks 
cut and left in the fish.”
Andrew Lowler Fish Biologist: “Tagged Sea Run Brown Trout in the Barney River system saw a 
60% weight increase in 4 months.” “Also in weighing the same tagged fish after a year found an 
average of 9cm growth!” “Now there is a new committee established in N.S. called   Invasive Species
Management Council  . Andrew Lowler and Jason La Blanc (both with NSDOF) are part of that 
council.”
Greg Stevens the Atlantic Director for the Canadian Federal Fisheries: The biggest news this 
weekend was that “There is not enough support in the Atlantic Provinces to bring in the salt water 



fishing license so presently the decision rests in Ottawa and as far as he knows, no one is even 
looking at it. (They have more pressing issues to deal with…..)” “Having said that, Atlantic Canada 
is basically the only coastal area in North America that does not have a salt water license.“ “The 
fishing industry in Canada brings in $7.9 Billion annually to the Canadian economy.” “There are 3.2 
million sport anglers in Canada and they land approximately 394 million fish per year of which 34% 
are retained.” “In N.S. 5.3% of our population sports fish.” “DFO has  captured a few Atlantic 
Salmon smolt from the Lahave River and St. Mary’s River and taken them to Coldbrook Hatchery to
raise as two separate families.” 
Bruce Pollard & Scott Gilliland prepared a presentation on the Eider Duck situation: “Any changes
to the Migratory Bird Regulations has to happen in April to go into effect the following year. 
Example: The rule changes for fall of 2020 will happen in a couple of weeks. The rule changes for 
this fall went in place April 2018.” “Annual harvest of Eider ducks in N.S. in the 1990’s ran around 
10,000 to 17,000. Now it is close to zero!.” “Surveys on population done in February 2006 was 
estimated to be around 60,000 birds, in 2018 that number has been reduced to roughly 7,000. New 
Brunswick numbers are following the same pattern.” What is very surprising and they don’t know 
why, is that Newfoundland population has grown at the same time…...” “Because of this decline, 
new rule changes are possible as early as next year.  Options being considered are: #1 – Two Male 
daily bag limit, #2 – One bird per day of either sex, OR #3 – A closure to the eider duck harvest.” 
“You can see much of the data and other facts by going on line and inputting (Eider Harvest in N.S.).
On a personal note. This is always an enjoyable weekend with lots of information being passed 
back and forth. It is our main avenue to give our opinions and get our points across to those who 
make the guidelines for us to hunt and fish. It is good to meet people and establish a path of 
communication with not only researchers, biologists and other government employees but also 
members of other clubs in the province. Thank you for allowing us to represent SSWA. I feel it is 
important for us to have our say in each of the three workshops. Mammals, Fish & Birds and 
Environment, Habitat & Miscellaneous, Without that we would not get a lot of the information that 
may be of interest to our members.

Eugene Herman Sec/Treas SSWA



The 89  th   Annual NSFAH Convention April 5-7  th   2019
Environment, Habitat and Miscellaneous Room Report

The first presentation was with Leah McConney of Fisheries and Oceans.  They want to protect an 
area on the Eastern Shore. There are 6 million square kilometers of Marine waters of which 10% is 
protected. They want to do DNA tests of the water to see what species are using the Eastern Shore 
waters. A lot of questions were asked regarding what this would mean to the communities on the 
Eastern Shore and whether they would close the lucrative fisheries in that area if not now, in the 
future which would be devastating to an already marginalized area. She gave her assurance that the 
fisheries would not be closed. She did admit that it would be difficult to say what may happen in the 
future. 
A rebuttal was given by The Association of Eastern Shore Communities Protecting Environment and
Historical Access by speaker Chris Jones. If the DFO succeeds in their plans to protect this Marine 
Area it could be a slippery slope to the entire coastal area around Nova Scotia. What will it mean to 
those of us who use the waters? The President of this new Association David Butler said he thinks 
DFO chose the Eastern Shore because of the smaller population. He thinks they planned to swoop in 
and force the protected area on them not expecting any complaints. DFO seemed to be surprised at 
the response of the community. 
John Brazner gave a talk on wetlands. He says insects worldwide are in decline, therefore some bird 
species are also in decline because of that. They are encouraging farmers to not cut alders unless 
necessary because birds like them. Don’t cut just because you always have cut alders!
The next talk was by Sean Brillant who is a Conservation Biologist with Canadian Wildlife 
Federation. Right Whales are still in decline despite efforts to try to help them. In 2015 there were 
458, 2016 there were 451 and 2017 only 411. 87% of surviving whales have scars from human 
activity. 10% will die from entanglement.  Twelve whales died in 2017 and they were between 2 and 
23 years old. Of the remaining whales only 105 are breeding females. 7 new calves were born in 
2018. We were shown a video of a whale that was entangled with fishing gear and it was very 
disturbing to watch. That particular whale did disentangle itself and lived through the season but had 
many scars. A ship strike is almost 100% fatal. They are working with fishermen to try and minimize
entanglements. Also lowering the speed of ocean vessels has helped. Right whales are the only 
species that float after death because of their large supply of fat. All other whales sink so we will 
never know how many whales of other species die and sink to the bottom. 
Bob Bancroft gave a talk on the state of forests and wildlife habitats in Nova Scotia. Clear cuts 
destroy not only forests but also species.  There are hardwoods that are being sent overseas including
sugar maples. He says half of the province has been clear cut. I wish I had more information to give 
on this but he had a 45 minute presentation that was cut to 15 minutes due to time constraints. I 
thought we would get back to it but we did not. Just an example of how the forestry problems get 
pushed to the back burner.   Submitted by Annette Mader
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